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920 S Main Hailey • 208-788-2216 • www.SilverCreekFord.com

See the all new

2013 Ford Escape

in stock now! 

~ VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY ~
Spa & Pool • Sales • Service • Supplies • Repair

Professional, Insured Staff • Serving the Community for over 17 Years

www.FourSeasonsSpaAndPool.com

Big Savings + Long Soak
= Feel Like a Kid Again!

All Hot Tubs $500-$1,000 OFF

FOUR
SEASONS

Spa & Pool, LLC

(208) 788-6300
519 S Main

Hailey
10-5:30 Mon-Fri

210 Sun Valley Road 
East, Sun Valley
(next door to Smoky 

Mountain Pizza)

(208) 726-0110
10-6, Mon-Sat

www.ketchumpawn.com

We Pay Cash for Quality Bicycles
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Climbing With Viesturs and Arnot

STOry	&	PhOTOS	By	karen	BOSSIck

Ed Viesturs was the first 
American to climb all 14 
of the world’s fourteen 

8,000-meter peaks over an 18-
year period.

Having spent much of his life 
above the snowline, he can say 
unequivocally that “the coolest 
thing when you walk off these 
mountains is seeing color—
green grass, warmth…”

Viesturs, Melissa Arnot and 
Peter Whittaker recently took 
a full house at The Community 
School Theater on an armchair 
adventure of some of their sum-
mits. The event was sponsored 
by Zenergy Health Club and Spa 
where they train for their climb-
ing expeditions when at home in 
Sun Valley.

And money from a raffle 
of First Ascent swag, includ-
ing down jackets, went toward 
Expedition Inspiration, which 
has organized its own mountain 
climbing expeditions for breast 
cancer research.

Viesturs, Arnot and Whit-
taker are all guides on Mount 
Rainier. And all three were 
together on Everest in 2009. The 
event attracted an enthusiastic 
audience of climbers and wan-
nabe climbers.

While Whittaker grew up with 
Mount Rainier in his backyard, 
Viesturs grew up in the great 
mountaineering state of Illinois 
and moved to Washington State 
to climb Rainier.

He recounts that he missed 
the summit of Everest by 300 

feet the first time he climbed 
it. When he finally did summit, 
there was no one around to take 
his picture so he put his camera 
against his ice axe and took a 
time-lapse photo.

Since, he has climbed Everest 
six more times, including once, 
he claims, to retrieve the wallet 
he left behind.

“One time I climbed Everest 
and there was a guy up there 
taking a picture. It turned out 
to be one of my best climbing 
friends. It was as if we’d met at 
Starbucks,” he said.

The top of Everest is about 
as big as a dining room table, 
Viesturs said. In the early days 
it was a big day if you had 10 
people summiting. Now you see 
300 people trying to summit in a 
single day.

Arnot said that Everest 
base camp sprawls a mile and 
contains a thousand people at a 
time.

“You forget your difficulties 
when you look out at the vast-
ness,” she added.

The event attracted an en-
thusiastic audience of climbers 
and wannabe climbers. “One of 
the top items on my bucket list 
is to climb with my son,” said 

Troy Thayer of Hailey. “I’d really 
like the two of us to do Mount 
Rainier.”

“I’ve read a couple books on 
climbing and I love ski moun-
taineering,” said Michael Dun-
ning, a Wood River Valley native 
who just graduated from Lake 
Tahoe Community College. “I 
love ski mountaineering, getting 
as high as you can. This spring 
I’m hoping to ski Idaho’s 10 tall-
est peaks and this talk is giving 
me the inspiration.”

Peter	Whittaker	chats	with	Paula	Viesturs.

Melissa	 arnot	 signs	 a	 poster	 for	 13-
year-old	Sean	Sheehan	of	Bellevue.

“One time I 
climbed Everest 
and there was 
a guy up there 

taking a picture. 
It turned out 

to be one of my 
best climbing 

friends.”
–PETER WHITTAKER
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Sun Valley SnowSports School Director Tony Parkhill 
honored longtime Sun Valley ski and snowboard instruc-
tor Rod Tatsuno Friday afternoon with a plaque signed 

by Sun Valley owner Carol Holding honoring Tatsuno’s service 
with the ski school. The snowsports school has spent the 
winter honoring a number of instructors who were retired this 
year. Tatsuno said he had no hope of getting on with the Sun 
Valley ski school when he first came to Sun Valley because 
he had no experience. But by chance he ran into then-director 
Sigi Engl. “Be there next Tuesday at 9 a.m.,” Engl told him. 
All told, Tatsuno served 40 years with the school under five 
directors with a couple years’ hiatus in the middle. He was 
especially known for entertaining the youngsters with carica-
tures he drew for them. 

Tatsuno	honored

tws

briefs

Alaska Airlines 
Extends Their 

Summer Nonstop 
Daily Flights to 

Sun Valley
Fly	Sun	Valley	alliance	and	the	Sun	

Valley	resort	are	pleased	to	announce	
that	they	have	partnered	with	alaska	
airlines	 for	 a	 summer	 flight	 program	
that	 extends	 the	 upcoming	 summer	
nonstop	 daily	 flights	 between	 Sun	
Valley	 and	 Seattle	 and	 los	 angeles	
through	late	September.

For	 the	 2013	 summer	 season,	 the	
daily	nonstop	flights	between	Seattle	
(Sea)	to	Sun	Valley	(Sun)	will	run	June	
14	through	Sept.	22	and	the	daily	non-
stop	flights	between	los	angeles	(laX)	
and	Sun	Valley	(Sun)	will	run	June	21	
through	Sept.	22.

according	to	carol	Waller,	director	
of	Fly	Sun	Valley	alliance,	the	nonstop	
flights	have	been	extended	for	the	fall	
season	to	support	continued	econom-
ic	 growth	 of	 tourism,	 events,	 confer-
ence	groups,	and	local	business	travel.	
“any	 improvement	 in	 our	 air	 service	
is	positive	for	the	entire	community,”	
she	noted.

In	 addition	 to	 the	 extended	 flight	
season,	 Sun	 Valley	 resort	 will	 once	
again	be	offering	special	boarding	pass	
deals	 for	 alaska	 airlines	 passengers	
this	 summer.	 everyone	 flying	 to	 Sun	
Valley	resort	on	alaska	airlines	 from	
Seattle	 or	 los	 angeles	 can	 exchange	
their	boarding	pass	for	a	free	gondola	
ride,	putting	on	the	18-hole	Sawtooth	
putting	 course	 and	 a	 free	 bucket	 of	
range	balls.	The	offer	is	good	any	day	
of	their	stay.

To	 take	 advantage	 of	 this	 special	
offer,	 passengers	 need	 to	 show	 their	
boarding	pass	for	the	gondola	ride	at	
the	river	run	ticket	office	and	at	 the	
luxurious	 Sun	 Valley	 club’s	 Pro	 Shop	
to	receive	their	complimentary	round	
of	putting	and	a	bucket	of	balls	for	the	
driving	range.
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